You Can Have Your
And Eat It, Too

With rising feed costs and an increased focus on
sustainability within the beef industry, feed efficiency
is more than a buzzword, it’s rapidly becoming a battle
cry in an industry challenged to do more, with less.
By incorporating today’s Limousin and Lim-Flex
genetics into your crossbreeding program, you can
capitalize on the breed’s inherent feed efficiency
advantage while still banking the premiums paid for
high quality, high yielding carcasses.
That’s two ways to profit, instead of one!
///
“Feed accounts for somewhere between two-thirds and
three-fourths of the input costs of the feeding phase. So, feed
intake and the utilization of those feed resources really gets at the
heart of profitability in our business.”
Dr. Bob Weaber, Director of Eastern Kansas Research and Extension Centers

“Using a Continental breed such as Limousin or Lim-Flex on a
British-based cow herd gives you the best of both worlds – the
maximum combination of a balance between gain, feed
efficiency and carcass quality.”
Dr. Kee Jim, CEO of Feedlot Health Management Services
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LIM-FLE
Limousin x Angus Hybrid

COW POWER
The Proof is in the Genetics

Since the first Limousin cattle were imported into the United States, the breed has impacted the beef industry.
The breed’s superior efficiency in turining feed and forage to pounds of beef made it a mainstay in profitminded breeding systems and continues to do so today.
A strong commitment in continued breed improvement by members of the North American
Limousin Foundation has created cattle that are relevant in a changing industry. The North
American Limousin Foundation is a partner of International Genetic Solutions, which provides the
largest multi-breed genetic evaluation in the world for international cattle evaluation and the
development of EPDs. Never in history has been such a wide aray
of genetic material evaluated under one roof. The result is the
deepest and broadest selection pool ever available to our
industry with over 16,000,000 total animals and more than
340,000 new animals being added annually.
Calving ease and calf vigor are traits upon which the
Limousin breed was founded on in this country.
The Limousin breed remains a calving ease leader.
Limousin influenced females are unsurpassed in terms
of stayability and lifetime maternal productivity.
NALF was the first breed association to create a docility
EPD, allowing both breeders and
commercial producers a selection tool for this trait.
Using Limousin and Lim-Flex makes economic
sense. Heterosis and breed complementarity are
powerful forces that combine to produce the total
crossbred advantage of beef cattle crossbreeding.
This crossbred advantage can amount to as much as
25 percent greater lifetime productivity (pounds of
calf weaned per cow exposed) for crossbred cows as
compared to straightbred cows. Some commercial
cow herds have drifted towards straightbred herds
in an attempt to achieve management simplicity,
greater uniformity in their cattle, and to pursue a
premium (non-commodity) product. The result of
this shift is the loss of most of the heterosis that
once existed in many of our commercial cow herds.
Loss of heterosis shows up in the same lowly heritable traits that would be
associated with inbreeding depression, namely reproductive, fitness and longevity traits.
Thus, the price paid for loss of heterosis occurs as a number of very small losses that when
added up can amount to a substantial sacrifice in lifetime productivity (25%).
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